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When the ear 1 me, then it bed me 5 and whex the eye . . 
Jaw me, it gave witneſs to, me ; becauſe 1 delivered the poor 
5 that cried, and him that bad none to help him. The bleſſing 
s of him that was ready to periſh came upon me; and I cau- 
| ed the widow's heart to ing for Jay. T put on righteouſ- 
neſs, and i it clothed me ; my Judgment was as a robe anda _ 
diadem. I war -eyes to the blind, and feet wa? I to the 
lame. I was a father to the poor; W _ which 1 
lneu not 7 N out. Oo 1 


—— 
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Þ 3 life and i in \ old age, Job was ofa: Be- 
tween theſe periods, he endured poverty and afflic- 

tion for a ſeaſon. It was natural, in ſuch a ſeaſon, to 

| | look back with a wiſhful eye on his time of ſproſperity. 
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| | | Leſs rr and leſs uſeful than i in former NT he ut- 
| . . ters this paſſionate exclamation, O that 1 were as in 
5 months paſt ! It is the wiſh, not of a ſelfiſh, but of a ge- 
eepns foul. Job defired the return of departed health, 
5 Dn} | opulence and honour, not merely | for his own comfort, 
5 but that he might be able, as in months paſt, to deliver 
the poor that cried, and to cauſe the widow's heart to 
Aang far joy. To ſuch works of charity and labours of 
love this good man had devoted himſelf, when the can- 
dle of God ſpined upon his head. When darkneſs co- 
vered him, he wiſhed the return of light, chat, as in 
former and better days, he might be eyes to the blind, 
feet to the lame, a father to the poor, the deliverer of 
him who was ready to periſh, and had none to help bim. 
The benevolent diſpoſitian : and the charitable conduct 
of this venerable patriarch, command our eſteem and 
challenge our imitation. We ſtay not to enquire, whes 
ther the text exhibits him as a juſt and mercifgl magi- 
| 55 ſtrate, or only as a charitable and upright man. Suk. | 
| fice f it t to obſerve, that ſuch labours of loye as thoſe per- | 
formed by t this ornament of aricient times, and to his 
ES great and laſting bonour recorded i in the text, are, bath | 
| „ by the law of of nature and revelation, enjoined on all wha 
3 rule and all who are under authority, and, by the ſanc- 
tion of everlaſting rewards and puniſhments, enforced, 
in due proportion to ability, 2 * men Who are 28.8 | 
themſelyes poor aud afflified. far . 
Our text defineates the 3 of thoſe for whom . 


- 1 . us or r relies of bu des, ſolicit | 
Seas . the 


„ke public ab. It bell it, not as a debt of 


humanity only, but as a duty of righteouſneſs, nor 


merely as our duty, but alſo as our intereſt, to relieve 
our poor, afflicted and helpleſs brethren. I purpoſe, ? 
therefore, i in this diſcourſe, to ſhew,---that the perſons ; 
for whom we ' ſolicit charity are extremely needy; . 
that you are under ſtrong obligations to exert yourſelyes 2 

: for their relief; ;---and that, in doing good' to your needy b 


brethren, vou will not only diſcharge your duty, but 
moſt eſſentially promote your own intereſt. - 


ry 


1. 1 perſons 51 abs we Lelickt Poe oy are CY | 


tremely needy. "They are not all equally deflitute, 


| 5 afflifted and tormented. The kinds and the degrees of | 
diſtreſs : are various; but every caſe which we bring be- | 
fore. you. 1s preſſing, and makes a powerful appeal to 


your compaſſion. The afflicted mentioned i in the text, 
the helpleſs for whom we aſk and expect your aid, may” 
be arranged i in the following order. They a are poor that 
cry /;--—widows and 7 fatherls blind and lame; auc 
to periſb Huch as have none to help bem. 
In the firſt place, Among the needy for whorn we lo- 
| leit charity, are the poor that cry. Among the many” 
and great evils which affic humanity, poverty is non 
| of the leaſt. Its reign is wide in dhe world, its preſſure 
"4 great in every country and i in every city. : The con- 
tempt of the proud, the wanton injuries of the cruel, 
follow in its train, and add affliction to the afflicked- 
By the poor mentioned in the text as objects of charity, 


are 
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are not meant thoſe who by the ſweat of their brow 


can procure for themſelves, though. not the luxuries, 


yet the conveniences of life. Perſons of this deſerip- 


tion form the largeſt and perhaps the happieſt portion 
of mankind. In toiling for their bread, they obey the 
law of nature and of nature's God. . Their garb, dwell- 
ing and fare may be homely ; but, while they labour, . 
in reverential obedience to the will of Heaven, and with 
contented reſignation to the arrangements of Providence, 


their /{tep is Fweet, and their ſituation more the object 


of envy than of pity. Yet poor there are in our land, 


proper objects of compaſſion; many poor within our 
gates, who cannot live without the aid of their bre- TH 


thren. | Theſe are ſuch. as Job was wont to deliver 
in ancient times. In the text they are denominated 
poor that cry. Where can we dwell, whither can we | 
go, without hearing the bitter and piercing cry of many 5 
who are in hunger, and in thirſt, and in want of all 
things 2 Whence this extreme diſtreſs ? How ought it 


do be treated? Shall we trace it to ſomething reprehen.. 
ſible, and ſhut up our bowels of compaſſion ? Often, it 
muſt be acknowledged, this miſerable poverty is the 
E offspring of ſloth, imprudence or vice. The poverty of 


the ſluggard cometh as one that travelleth, and his want 
as an armed man; the ſimple becomes Jurety for a 
ſtranger, and ſmarts for his ſimplicity; riotous a 


conſumes che portion of the prodigal, and raſh. adven- 


tures ruin the ambitious, Now, if we eſteem the wor- 
thy 


* Prov. vi. 11. Og 5 5 | " 30 


Tx 


: thy and love the amiable, we cannot, in ſuch men, find 
' wbje&s who deſerve our eſteem and love. But benevo- 


| lence embraces mankind ; it reſembles that exalted mer 
5 ey which is over all the works of God; it is more in- 
dlined to deliver the poor that cry, than, by tracing po- 
verty to ſloth, imprudence, or vice, to make the hard- 


neſs of a-ſelfiſh heart paſs for an exerciſe of diſcretion. 
When ftrength- i ic bunger-hitten, and deftruSion ready by 
the fide of man *, it is not time to diſcuſs demerit, but 


time to relieve diſtreſs. Be it ſo, then, that want is the - 


fruit of folly, admonition is proper, and may be uſeful; 


| yet, ſurely, even the prodigal in diſtreſs ſhould experi- [36 


ence the ſympathy of his wiſer brethren. - 
But it is not the ſlothful, imprudent and vicious * 


f who come to want, and cry under the pains of poverty. 

To that wiſe, righteous and kind Providence which pre- 
fides over all, it ſeems good that many active, wiſe and 
_ upright men, many children of the kingdom, ſhall eat 


crumbs, and wear rags, and fit like Lazarus in the gate; 


| while men, deſtitute of worth as Dives, like him, reſide | 
in ſplendid manſions, are clothed in purple, and fare 
ſumptuouſly every day. We both hunger and thirft, and 
are naked, and have no certain dwelling-place +. Was it 
thus with apoſtles in their day, with men who now fit 
enthroned on high, judging the tribes of the redeemed? - 


and ſhall not many among theſe tribes, in their pilgri- 


mage through this valley of tears, be numbered with 
8 that cry ? bh often the beſt of men are poor 


and 


= Job viii. 12. Ks | t x Cor. iv. 11. 
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and needy, 4 fret bread and watts, atid thive'ts none, and 
their tongues fail for hunger and thirft. "If benevolence” | 
ſhould open her hand to the worſt when their need is 
great, ſurely beneficent love ought to abound in all the 
riches of Iiberulity, when even the excellent ones * the” - 
earth cry under the pains of poverty. has: 
In the ſecond place, Among thoſe who appeal to your 
| ſympathy are poor widows and fatherle ſs children. The- 
ſorrows of widowhoOd and fearful anxiety” about help- 
leſs offspring, combined with the preſſure of poverty, 
form a very complicated ſ ſcene of diſtreſs. The tender 
endearments of conjugal life double the joys of proſpe- 
rity, and ſtrip adverſity of more tham half its ſorrows. 
Two are better than one: if the one fall, the other 1 is 
85 ready to 'raiſe up tlie fallen; but when the huſband 4 
and father has deſcended into the grave, who or what 
Mall lift up the forlorn widow and her helpleſs offspring : 
in their poverty and affition ? For a family already 
poor and needy, to be bereaved of the only ſupport and 
conſolation it had on earth, how heavy the ſtroke! Fi- 
gure to yourſelves tlie fad ſcene ; think how many ſuch + 
vou have beheld ; it is common among men, familiar to 
that Society who diſpenſe the gifts of benevolence to 
the deſtitute; this night it ' beſpeaks your ſympathy. 8 
| The huſband, the father, i is no more. There is a place 
| where the weary are at reſt, and in that place his bones, 
repoſe. He will never return 'to toil for his needy fa- 
mily,-nor to diſpel their ſadneſs by the wonted Imiles of 5 
his love, What ſhall relieve, who ſhall comfort the 
. ä 


- 
* 


5 1 

poor mourners ? Among the rich and gay, 5h of 
| bread, and many friends, and attention to the forms of 
artificial mourning, withdraw the thoughts from the 
grave of a departed friend, and ſteal away the heart from 
nature's ſorrows. But if we conſider the caſe of "2 2 
poor widow, ſurrounded with her helpleſs children, all 

things appear combined to prolong her grief and oppreſs 5 
her heart. Her little ones ery for bread, and there is 
none; every cry reminds her that the friend of her bo- : 
ſom, the hope of her family, is no more: every face 
among the children, preſents to view the image of the 
father, and bids the widowed mother think how ſadly 
his much-loyed countenance is changed ! ; Night deſcends 
upon the ky; but he who was wont to toll for his fa 
mily, returns not from the toils of the day: The eyes 


of the morning open, and men ariſe from ſleep; but his 


eyes are covered with the darkneſs of a long night, he 
ſleeps the lep of death, and can no more ariſe or go 
forth to labour with the living. The ſabbath comes, 
the people aſſemble, the praiſes of the higheſt Lord are 
| ſung; but his ſeat is empty, and, his voice is not heard 
in the houſe of God. The year ends, but he ſays not 
with a ſigh, it hath paſſed away av @ tale that is told ; 
it begins, but he hails not its commencement with the 
accuſtomed j joys of the ſeaſon. The children miſs the 
knees they were wont to climb with pleaſure. The fond 
hope of a father is not heard, ſaying of a favourite child, 
this Same all comfort us concerning our work and toil of 
car hands *, . The few friends of the poor and forlorn 
* Gen. v. 29. 
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meet and talk; but the tongue of the neareſt and kindeſt F 
friend, the friend whoſe voice was ſweeteſt to the ear, is 
ſilent in the grave. To keep the fountain of ſorrow full, 
r emorꝓ is ever buſy i in recording pleaſures which are 
paſſed away never to return; and, perhaps, to complete 


diſtreſs, and almoſt overwhelm the heart of the poor 


4K. widow, a child is born to the dead, and born the heir of 


hunger, thirſt, nakedneſs, i ignorance, and wanton injury. 
If the rocks had eyes, and could ſhed tears, they would 
weep while they beheld the widow mourning in the 
midſt of her ſtarving offspring. While the eyes of ſuch 
needy ones fail with tears, and their hearts faint with hun- 
ger, while the children and the ſucklings pour their fouls. : 
into the boſom of a widowed mother, and ſwoon away, 
ſaying, where are the corn and the wine, ought not our - 
bowels to be trouble for them * ? Should not our tongues 
| ſpealc words of comfort ? ſhould not our hands be ſtretch- 
et forth to deliver the Fatherleſs, and if poſſible to cauſe 
the widow's heart to Ang for joy? Surely we would do | 
well to remember, that pure religion and undefiled before 
God our Father, Ly to vit and to reheve the feht | 


and the widows i in their affli&ion +. ' 


In the third place, There are among thoſe for whom | 


we aſk charity, the poor blind and the poor Jame. « « "ip 


text informs us, that Job was eyes to the blind, and feet to 


the lame. To view the words blind and lame as expreſ- 
ſive of defects both in body and mind, will tend to un- ; 
od the * of _ _ who diſpenſe the public 
r 25 hoe charity 
| * See Lam. i. 5 11, 12. 4 James, i i. 7. | 


. . 
Charity to the deſtitute, and will be aggreeable to the 
ſtyle of che ſacred Seriptures. 

Some have never ſeen the light, and ſome have been 
lame from the womb. Others have beheld the lights of 
heaven, the landſcapes of the earth, and the faces of 
men, but have by diſeaſe, a flaſh of lightning, or ſome 
unexpected and inevitable accident, heen numbered with 

the blind ſor the reſidue of their years: Some who 
were once ſtrong, agile and active, are now lame. De- 
prived by diſeaſe of its native vigour, broken vr diſ- 
located by the ſlipping of a foot, the fall of a ſtone, or 
the ſtroke of an enemy, ſome important member of the 
body refuſes to perform its office, and renders man un- 
fit for the buſineſs of life, | _ 

Want of fight and lameneſs are in thei ſors af. 
flictions. How many, how exquiſite, the pleaſures ol - 
which they deprive men! How ſevere the pain which 
commonly begins and attends them ! Surely the light | 
© is ſweet, and a pleaſant thing it ts for the eyes to veboli 
the ſun; but this pleaſure cannot be experienced by 
the blind. Is it not delightful alſo to move about 
- purſuing buſineſs, obſerving the works of God, and 
mingling with ſociety at pleaſure? But the lame, with 
ght perhaps to behold ſurrounding objects, and a mind 

which loyes activity, is a priſon to himſelf, and looks on 
men and the affairs of the world like a priſoner from 
his window. Thus, lameneſs and want of fight cut off 
men from the cheerful ways of their brethren, and un- 
fit them ſor earning their bread by labour, or ſeeking it 
| . B „ 1 


1 


* 


| [ 10 J 
in the — Conſider the caſe of VETS poor blind and 
lame, the pleaſures. of which they are deprived, the. 


Pains they are doomed to ſuffer, their extreme want, 


and their incapacity for labour. Is not the ſum of their 
afflictions great? Are not ſuch men proper objects of 


7 charity? ? Are not we who behold the light, we whoſe 


members are entire, debtors to theſe our 4 en, | | 
and afflicted brethren ? - 75 
But the words blind and lame are tie; 4400 of 


| ſ piritual defects. In this view, he who knows not the 
path of life is blind. The god of this world hath blind- 


ed the mind of him who believes not, left the light of the 
glorious goſpel ſhould fhine into it. The God of heaven 


| may fave ſuch blinded mortals from ſtumbling into the 
„ pit of perdition; but he will do this only by opening 
tze eyes of their underſtandings, and letting in the 


light of truth upon their minds. Where hlindneſs per- | 


vades the intellectual faculties, the active powers are 


lame. Wrougb the ignorance which i zs in them, men are 
alienated from the life of God, quite indiſpoſed for walk. 


1 ing in the high way of holineſs. be holy One and tbe 


J will fave ſuch polluted and-perverſe creatures from 


the ruin to which their courſes tend, only by turning 
their Feet unto bis reftimonies, and adorning their ſouls 
with his image. Surely then the caſe is deplorable, 


where the eyes of the body are blind, and thoſe of the 


underſtanding darkened ; where the body is lame, and 
the heart depraved. The caſe is common; it calls aloud 


for Empathy: Wel, it is the defign and the endeavour = 
ff 


#2 


of that Society at whoſe deſire I addreſs you, to be, in 
the religious as well as in the common meaning of the 
expreſſion, eyes to the Blind and feet to the lame, to make 
them /ce out of obſcurity the things which belong to their 
- peace, and run with enlarged hearts in that path which 
terminates in Fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for ever more. 
Ass the end is good, ſo the plan is wiſe :---yes ; for to 
whom will the blind and lame, the ignorant and unholy, 
| liſten with. ſuch an attentive and obedient ear, as to 
him who opens the hand of charity to relieve great 
need, while he opens the lips of love to impart uſeful 


inſtruction? In this, as in other caſes, a. man's gift 


makes room for him. Is the hand able to relieve, and 
the ſoul tuned to ſympathy ? Has the mind diſcerned 
the importance of religion; and the heart taſted its con- 
ſolations? Happy the man who is in ſuch a ſituation, 
and happy the needy who has ſuch a neighbour ; S I 
ſurely he will labour to relieve diſtreſs, and rejoice to 
__ diffuſe felicity. Obedient to the calls of religion as 
| well as of humanity, he will endeavour, not merely by 
tthe gift of charity to be diſpenſed by others, but alſo, 
if poſſible, by perſonal viſits, to be eyes to the blind and 


1 feet to the lame. To the wiſe, the charitable, and the 


| good, a word is enough; and I ſhall rejoice to find 
many ſuch inrolling their names with thoſe who viſit 
' the houſes of mourning, to diſtribute the public charity, 
and to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to the weary. 
In the fourth place, Among the extremely needy who 


| claim your aid, are ſome ready to periſh, Tn the lan- 


: guage 


[ 1 12 
. of the Bible, 20 gen ſignifies to die, or to be un- = 


done for ever. Thus the tribes of Ifrael exclaimed, 


Bebold we die, we periſh, we all periſh ; Hall we be con- 
ſumed with dying * ? Faithful labourers in the vineyard 
of the Lord, are ſaid to be a ſweet ſavour of Chrift, in 9 
: thofe who are ſaved, and in thoſe who periſh +. Of thoſe, 
in whoſe behalf I am come to plead with their brethren, 
| ſome are, by extreme poverty and ſore affliction, brought 
to the very gates of the grave. Every heart, which is 


not dead to ſympathetic feeling, muſt be deeply affected 


at che view of their-mournful fituatian. - Look on the 
| tattered garments ; ſee the body, where it requires a co⸗- 


8 vering in ſummer's warmth, expoſed to the winter's ' 


cold: behold the habitation of him who is ready to p- 
125 how confined and dark, and wet ànd cold! his 


couch is hard, and almoſſ without covering. The wind 35 


and the rain, the hoar-froſt and the ſnow of December, 
are not excluded. In che houſe, there is no bread; the 
pocket is empty; credit is refuſed in the city and in the 
country. Strength has failed; the loins ſhake with 
| feebleneſs ; the heart aches with pain; the eye 1s be- 
come hollow like the open grave, and languid like the 
ſtillneſs of death. The countenance has aſſumed the : 
A paleneſs of clay. | Deſires, ſtrong before, are now faint 
and languiſhing. All things announce, that the body 
is about to be deſerted by the grieved ſpirit, and deli. 
| vered over to the waſting worms of corruption. To | 
| aggrovate egy this great diſtreſs, to command 
| th 


o ge os . . + 2 Cor. ii. 1 5. 
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1 
the compaſſion of every heart which is not an entire 
| ſtranger to the love of God and man, it ought to be re- 
membered, that often, while poverty and pain are ready 
to deſtroy the fleſh, ignorance and vice threaten to 
plunge the ſpirit into bottomleſs perdition. Dying of 
want and diſeaſe, yet plowing iniquity and ſowing 
avickedneſs, our fellow-men are ready to periſh by the 
blaft of God, and by. the breath of his noftrils to be 
conſumed for ever *, What a ſad and affecting ſcene 
claims your attention! Here are your fellow-travellers 


on the journey of life, not only arreſted by poverty and 


aMi&ion, but ready to die of diſeaſe, and for want of 
all means neceſſary to prolong life, or to mitigate ſevere | 
ſuffering. Some of theſe already tumble upon the dark 
mountains ; their fleps take bold on Beil, und hell is open 
beneath, dęſtruction uncovered to receive them. Sons of 
the duſt ! heirs of immortality ! Shall beings who, 
like yourſelves, muſt-die and yet endure for ever, be de- 
tro yed from morning to evening? - Shall they - die, even 
without wiſdom, and periſh for ever without any regard- 
ig it? "Why ſhould the excellent which ir in them 80 f 
away +, unheeded by the children of men? e 
In the /aft place, Thoſe for whom we aſk charity are 
| ſuch poor, widows, fatherleſs, Blind, lame and periſhing 
ones, as have none to help them. For the relief of ſuch 
was formed that Society, at whoſe deſire I addreſs vou. 
he name by which it is known is expreſſive of the la- 
bours in which its members engage, and of the uſe to 
3 Job iv. 8.95 d )dee Job iv. 20, zr. | 
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8 which the charity they receive is applied. ' It is called, - 

= THE SOCIETY FOR RELIEF OF THE DESTITUTE SICK, 

- | They are deſtitute indeed, who, in ſore affliction, want 

1 | all things, and while they are ready to 0 have none 

| ” | to beth them, | 

[ | 7 8 Some are poor, but their relations are bleſſed at once 
with plenty, and with ſuch benevolent hearts as delight 
to deviſe and to do liberal things. Others are ſick, but 
their friends enjoy health, and kindly attend them. To 
ſome of the poor and needy, generous neighbours and 

: compaſſionate ſtrangers ſupply the place of ſuch relations. 

Others, leſs happy in their private connections, and equal- 

I y unable to live without the aids of benevolence, are 
generouſly received, hoſpitably entertained, kindly at- 
tended, by one or other of thoſe numerous and munifi- | 
cent public charities, which reſſect peculiar honour on : 
the preſent age, and prove inconteſtihly that the love 
of God and man are diffuſed to a much greater extent 
than ſome il-informed cenſorious people are diſpoſed 
to think, or willing to acknowledge. To ſuch relations 
and friends in private, to ſuch benevolent public inſtitu- | - 
tions, multitudes of poor, who are ready to peryſh, cry, 
and cry not in vain. Food, cloaths, a place of habita= - 

- tion, medicine, attendance, inſtruction, are helps meet 
for them; they aſk and receive, and are comforted in 
their affliction.-Vet, even in theſe lands, and in this 

_ city, where private and public charity abounds, there is 
_room, there is much need for more : numbers, crying ; 
under the pains of poverty and ſore trouble, have none 

| | | to 


| e 
to help them. Perhaps they have relations, but they 
LR too are poor and afflicted ones, or if proſperous, they are 


hard-hearted, and hide themſelves from their own fleſh. 
Private generoſity has not eſpouſed their cauſe; theit 


ſituation gives them no claim upon any of the public 
charities. Liberal as are the regular inſtitutions for the 
relief of the poor, and the conſolation of the afflicted, 
their exertions muſt be limited by the rules of their 
founders, or by the extent of their funds. To propoſe 
receiving more than could be relieved, were neither wiſe 
nor charitable. It is a fact well known, a mournful 
truth which demands your ſerious attention, that, when 

| every public charity has conſtrued, in the moſt liberal | 
manner, its rules of admiſſion, and gone to the full extent | 
of its ability ; that, after kind relations, compaſſionate 
| neighbours, and generous ſtrangers, have done all they 
can for the relief of the needy, for the comfort of the 

mourners, ſtill many remain crying and ready to periſh, 
; and without any to help them.---Children of men, who 
among you perceives not that ſome farther exertion is 


be ; neceſlary ? I truſt, you are not willing that any ſhould 


periſh ; yet you muſt be convinced, that the precarious * 
boons of private benevolence, and the regular bounty of 
permanent endowments, are far from being equal to all 
the claims of perilous indigence. | Something is wanting 
to complete the ſchemes of charity. For the outcaſts, 
for the helpleſs of all deſcriptions, an aſylum muſt. be 
| opened, a general aſylum, from which none who come, 
| in extreme need, thall ever be excluded. It is already 


net, 
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| . . and voy: ſuch have entered. i in. To you, to 

| aalll the children of proſperity : and benevolence, it belongs 


to ſupport a charity ſo neceſſary, open and kind. Here 
is a poor but induſtrious man, the fruit of whoſe hard 
labour forms the ſcanty and only ſupport of a large fa- | 
 mily; he is arreſted ſuddenly by diſtreſs ; there is no- 
thing to anſwer the ordinary, much leſs the increaſed 
| | expences of his houſe. His ſituation, let us ſuppoſe, 
| | gives him a claim on ſome of the public charities ; but, 
N bieaefore application van be made in form, and anſwered 


| | ncearding to the ſtanding rules of the inſtitution, the fa- 
 mily is tarying, and the diſeaſe of the fick increaſed by 
| | the want of what is proper in ſuch a ſituation. Though 
| relief to the full ſhould at laſt be obtained, this family = 
| is in the mean time deſtitute, How neceſſary and uſe- 


ful in ſuch a caſe, that immediate help which thoſe who 
are to diſpenſe the bounty we now aſk are accuſtomed 
to afford! The diſtreſs perhaps, though ſevere, is ſhort, 
and only temporary afliſtance is required; but excellent 
ſurely muſt be that charity, which, like the Father of 
mercies, ts a very preſent help in the time of need. Li · 
| ken to another tale of woe. It is that of a family who 
have lived independent, perhaps in affluence, and been 
reſpected in ſociety. While they enjoyed plenty, and 
were in health, their friends were many. Now proſpe- 
£ rity is fled as an eagle towards heaven, want and pain 
have brought deſolation into the place of gay reſort, and 
| ſadneſs into the houſe of ſongs. Where are the 4ingfolb, 
and ſuch as were kind before ? They know the mourn- 


+ 
ers 
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ers afar off. Even to the friend, who was wont, with 


profeſſed regard and apparent pleaſure, to lean on their 


boſom, their breath is now become ſtrange. If their 
| names are enrolled in the liſt of thoſe who have a claim 
on ſome inſtitution for the relief of diſtreſs, yet, for a 


numerous family, accuſtomed to a delicate mode of li- 
ving, and ſuddenly plunged into the deepeſt affliction, 


the ſmall ſum allowed is quite inſufficient, and though 
_ they have received it, {till they remain ready to periſh. 
| To theſe children of ſorrow alſo, that general and diſcre- 


tionary charity which you are called to ſupport, is acceſ- 
| fible; it is ready to embrace them.---Among thoſe who 


receive help in the time of need, muſt not be forgotten 


the forlorn ſtranger. He is travelling from one city, 
from one place of the country to another. His errand 


is to embrace a favourite child, who is bound for a di- 
ſtant land, or juſt returned from a far country. But 
pain and poverty have arreſted nim on his way, and 
there are none who know him in the city. Surely he 
is helpleſs; to him alſo the charity of which I ſpeak is 


open, and you . who will Tay; 1 was a ee, and 


ye took me in. 


Thus an aſylum is opened, from which it is intended ; 


that none who are ready to periſh ſhall ever be excluded. 


The number of ſuch is great, and conſtantly increafing. | 
Tf the public bounty be not large in proportion, if the 
benevolent ever become weary of well-doing, it will be 


impoffible to aſſiſt all who, under manifold tribulations, 


| fry, and have none to help them. To unite economy 
N 5 „„ 


t 


conſuming what is deſigned for the relief of real and ex · 


tteme diſtreſs; to diſcover what degree of aid is neceſſary, 


N einne e frow 


28d haw long it ought to be continued; it is the uniform | 


praftice of thoſe who relieve the diſtreſſed, to examine 


carefully at firſt, and from time to time, the ſituations of 


all who aſk and reecive affiſtanes. OF Job, it is records | 


e in the text, that the cauſe which he knew not he ſearch= 
ed out. In diſpenſing charity, it js wiſe and neceſſary 
ta imitate this prudent conduct of the patriarch. 


J truſt you are now fully ſatisfied, that the need of | | 
thoſe who claim your aid is very great. When men 


dre reagy ta periſb, ſurely the caſs is preſſing ; when 


ſuch have none to help them, it muſt be extreme. The 


anly object propafed and purſued in that ſcheme of cha- 
rity which we invite vou to ſupport, is to relieve your 
| fellow-creatures, who are ready to die of poverty and 
| fore affliction ; and at the ſame time, ta direct ſuch of 
_ theſe, as ignorance and vice may have placed upon the 


verge of exquiſite and endleſs. miſery, to the anly way 


af pleaſantneſs, to the only path of life.-.-He who does 
not wiſh well to this ſcheme, has not the feelings of a 


man; and he wha will not contribute for its ſupport, | 


has not the heary of a Chriſtian, * 


| net Hed, has the porn for whom we alk 5 


| charity are extremely needy, -I proceed, | 
II. To ſhow, that you are under ſtrong obligations to 
e.xert yourtelves for their relief, As humanity incites | 


to 


2 
| to ſuch exentions, ſo juſtice requires, and ſound judgment 
approves them. II pit on righteonſneſt, and it clothed 


: ny jadęmeat war ds u robe and & diadem. Thus 


Job records his works of charity and labours of love, a6 
done in obedience to the law of righteouſneſs, and un- 
deer the direction of a mind well informed. —_ 
When men oxert themſelves for the deliverance of 
wk helpleſs brethren, from a ſenſe of duty to the Lord 
of the univerſe ; when they give to the poor that ery 
only what they can afford, without eee others; 
when they do good and communicate in juſt proportion 
ts their own ability and the need of the afflicted ; then, 


as clothes cover the body, ſo righteouſneſs pervades all 


heir works of charity; and then, too, as à robe of ſtate 
and a royal diadem throw ſplendour around a prinee 
directing the affairs of his kingdom, ſo judgment and or 

| found diferetion adorns and crowns their labours of love. 
Thus righteouſneſs itſelf requires exertion for the relief 
of the helplefs. But on whom is this enjoined as a du- 
ty, and to what extent are men bound to beſtow cha- 
_ rity? To give, is the duty of all who are more proſpe- 
rous or leſs afflicted than thoſe needy perſons who ap- 
ply for aid ; and ſuch are bound rather to ſubmit to 
hardſhip therſelves, than leave any human being ready 


| | to periſh. To ſuſpend our charitable exertions as ſoon 


a5 perſeverance in them would oblige us to give up our | 
* hixuries, of ſubmit to ſome ineonvenier e and trouble, 
io not to Beay one another's brauas is dot to ll the 
| law of Chrif As he who has much, is bound to give 


OP 
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largely out of his abundance, ſo it is the duty of him 
who has little to ſhare his pittance with ſuch as have 
nothing, and none to help them: Ves; for theſe are = 
the words of God, He that hath two coats, let him im- 
part to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let 
Him do likewiſe*, Such in general is the duty of cha- 
rity, and ſuch the rule of diſtribution. Now, to diſ- 
charge this duty, and obſerve this rule, in relieving the 
extremely . we are bound * the * obli⸗ 
gations. 8 
In the firſt ha Baade ae pleads the 
caufe of the helpleſs. Why do our bowels yearn with- 
in us, and why does the tear ſtart in our eye at the tale 
of woe? Why does our hand, by a ſpontaneous move- 
ment, ſtretch itſelf forth at the fight of man's calamity ? | 
The language of nature is, in this caſe, the voice of God. 
Sympathetic feeling is born with man. That thoſe who 
are ready to periſh, though unable to fpeak for themſelves, 
may never want a powerful advocate in the hearts of 
mankind, the Father of all ſpirits, and Former of all 
bodies, has ſo framed the human conſtitution, that na- 
ture itſelf prompts us to weep with thoſe who weep, and, 
with beneficent compaſſion, to remember thoſe who are 
in bonds as bound with them ; and thoſe who ſuffer adverſi- 
ty, as being our ſelves alſo in the body f. Unleſs, there- 
fore, we are reſolved to ſtifle the ſtrongeſt inſtincts, the 
 +*kindeſt feelings of humanity ; if we are not prepared to con- 
temn the voice of nature, and in it the authority of God, 
| „ RT Tu 


s '®. Luke, ili. 11. f Heb. xi. 3. 
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we muſt feel ourſelves bound to draw out our + fouls to the 


hungry, and feed them when they Cry. 


In the ſecond place, The relations in which man hands i 


to man, powerfully inculcate the duty of charity. Un- 
natural, cruel, and unjuſt, is he who cares not for the 
comfort of the family to which he belongs; and what 


is the whole race of men, but one large family? Have 5 


not thoſe in affluence, and thoſe in poverty, one Futber ? 
Hatb not one God created him who is at eaſe and him 


who is in pain? Faſhioned by the ſame Divine hand, 


are not all human bodies made of the ſame ſubſtance, 
nearly in the ſame form, ſubject to the ſame diſeaſes, 
decay, and death ? Is not the ſame almighty, and holy 
One the Father of the ſpirits of all fleſb ; and, as they 

come from his -forming hand, are not all of them equally. 
adorned with his i image? ? Yes, ſurely ; and as God hath. 
made of one blood all nations of men to dwell on all the face. 


of the earth, ſo he has told us, and we feel it is true, 
that he /orms their hearts alike, equally deſirous of 
eaſe and happineſs, equally averſe to pain and miſery. 
Brought into exiſtence by. one Creator, the proſperous 
and thoſe who ſuffer. adverſity look up to the common 


Preſerver of men, and are alike dependent on Him, who 


| opens his band to ſatisfy the defire of every living thing. 
God, to whom this earth and its fulneſs belong, has gi- 


ven them to the ſons of men. If the ſons of men are 


the offspring of God; if the Father of human kind co- 4 . 


vers the table for his whole family, and ſets upon it 44 


. riebly to be 0 how unnatural is it, that one 
ä child 


1 1 
child ſhonld have abundance, while another has nothing 
do eat! How cruel and unjuſt, that a man ſhould hoard 
up in uſeleſs ſtore, while the brother or ſiſter who fits 
ee eee eee eee 
— 8 | 
II this be inconſiſtent with thoſe common ties which = 
bind man to man, muſt it not be utterly abhorrent 
to the nature of Chriſtian brothertiood? All the re- 
deemed are, according to the will of God, begotten by 
the word of truth. Sprung of incorraptible ſeed, which 
Bveth and abideth for ever, they are all born to enter- 
rain the ſame hope, and to enjoy the ſame inheritance... 
Without diſtinckion of rank, they have acceſs to the 
fame Farber of mercies, through the merits of the ſame 
| Redeemer, and by the aids of the ſame Spirit. The 
God of all Chriſtians is love, and the religion of Chriſt 
| is a fyſtem of love: He who' loveth not Inet not 
God, and thoſe: who love God love alfo their brethren, 
| Saints have one Father, even this God of love. If any 
| ; man, therefore, having this world's goods, and feeing bis 
| | Brother in nerd, ſbutteth up bis bowels of compaſſion, how 
1 OO deorllithf the love of God in him? If be love not hir zro- 
| ther whom he hath ſeen, how ſhall he love God whom he — 
hath not ſien ?. If charity to a brother in want, if deeds 


| wa of Kindneſs to an afflicted enemy, do not follow in the 

[ nian of profeſſed love to God, the profeſſion is a folemn 
and he who makes ir « hypoerite. 

af In fine, as men and as Chriſtians, one, even God, is 
1 our Father. Thoſe therefore who fare ſumptuouſſy every 
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5 day, and cheſs wh are 0 ſuch 
as have many friends, and ſuch as have nn 

them, are all brethren. . 

If, then, any one member i in the great a 
kind is diſeaſed or wounded, poor or ready to die, are 
not the other members bound to ſuffer with him, and to 

do all they can for his relief? Are not men of all ranks 
and conditions performing a ſhort pilgrimage together ? 
Shall not the rich and the poor, the joyful and thoſe 
| who mourn, ſoon meet on equal terms in the habitation 
of worms and corruption? Should not ſuch brethren, 
ſuch travelling companions, help and comfort one ano- 
ther on the journey of life? | 
In the third place, If we call to mind the 3 | 
deſign of that inequality which marks the conditions of 
men, it will appear in à ſtrong light, that the proſperous 
are bound to ſuccour the afflited, God is ſupreme; 
his will is the law of the univerſe. According to the 
| good pleaſure of bis will, he aſſigns to the ſons of men 
their various portions of enjoyment and of ſuffering, 
A man's heart deviſonb his way; but the Lord direfteth 
|» bis fleps : the lot is caſt into the lap, but the whole difpon 
Ang thereof is of the Lord. He in whoſe hand are the 
times and the ſeaſons, has ſet the day of adverſity over 
againſt the day of proſperity, and who can make that 
. ftraight which he hath made crooked + ? Thus God ap- 
points for men the different ſituations in which they arg 


. * Prov, avi. 9. 33+ 2 '+ See Eccl. vii. 13, 14, & e. 
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placed. Let no man reproach the ways of his' Maker, 


or charge God fooliſhly. The arrangements of Provi- 


dence-are not the reſult of caprice or ſeverity. Every 


work of the Supreme Ruler is, like himſelf, wiſe and 


juſt and good. How ſmall a portion of his great plan 
of government is known by the children of men! Vet 


we have good reaſon to reſt aſſured, that, in the mean 


time, he 1s good unto all, and that his tender mercies are 
over all bis works * that though clouds and darkneſs . 
be round about him, yet righteouſneſs and judgment are 


ever the habitation of has throne f ; and that he will, in 


the end, d iſcover deep things al i. of. darbuſi, and * | 
to light the ſhadow of death h. 

It is not for want of benignity i in God, chat thre are 
fach things as poverty and pain on earth. Our wiſe : 
and kind Father gives the bread of advent and the wa- 


ter alſliction, that out of theſe paſſing evils, which 
are for a ſeaſon grievous to the fleſh, he may bring ſpi- 


ritual improvement and laſting felicity both to thoſe 


| who ſuſfer and to thoſe who relieve diſtreſs. How eaſy 
| were it for God to level all diſtinctions among men, and 
to baniſh from the world the cry of poverty and af- 

” ſition ! Or, though it be requiſite for the moral im- 

Eh provement of man, that various troubles ſhould abound 
in the world, ſtill, without calling on one man to re- 
lieve another, could not the God of heaven and earth, 


by a vaſt variety of other means, or by the immediate 
exertion of his power, feed the hungry — clothe the 


naked 


sl len „ f Bal. nevi; 4. I Job xii. 22. 
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naked, be the ſhield of the widow, the arphan's ftay, 
and the help of all the helpleſs ? Ves; the manna which 
fed the tribes of Ifrael came directly from heaven; by 
the power of God their clothes were kept in repair ; 


even ravens were ſent with food to the prophet of the 


| Lord. But whatever the Almighty has done, of is able 


to perform, it ſeems good in his ſight, that ſome ſhall | 
prone plenty, and others ery for bread ; that one por« . 


tion of mankind ſhall dwell at eaſe, anti another ſtrug· 


| gle with a great fight of affiiions. "God, who aſſigns 5 
to men proſperity or diſtreſs, declares, that the poor . 


Aal never ceaſe out of the Jand ; and, from the oonſi- 
deration, that he will ever ſurround vs with the indi- 


gent, the duty of charity is immediately inferred, and 
_krifly enjoined ; therefore I command thee, Jaying, thow 
Halt open thy band wide unto thy brorber, to hy poor. © 


d to thy ody is the land *, 


' The rich and the poor, the fick and thoſe who are in 
health, alike depend on the Lord of heaven and earth. 


But, to promote the wiſeſt and the beſt of ends, this u- 
preme Ruler and common Benefaqtor appoints the one 
part of mankind to diſpenſe his bounty to the other. 


How excellent the defign of this appointment! Men 
. were formed to live, to act, and to be happy, in focial 


union. Without the command of temper, and the har- 
mony of affection, it is impoſſible for them to hotwur 


God, or to be happy i in ſociety, or meet for heaven. In 


5 wow, therefore, that then may + taſte again the Joſt fe- 
| 9 | | | Kelty, 
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| 9 and in ſhine 5 in the furt glory of their race, * £ 


- neceſſary, that their proud and ſelfiſh tempers ſhould 


give place to condeſcending and generous diſpoſitions. 
The proud and ſelfiſh reſemble, in miſery as well as In 
wickedneſs, the worſt being in the univerſe. Now, 0 
wbhat ſa well calculated as poverty, affliftion, and depen- 
dence on charity, to bring down that pernicious pride, 
Which lifts up the heart againſt God and man, and its 
own comfort? On the other hand, does not the fight of 
men in ſad adverſity warn thoſe who proſper, againſt idle- 
neſs and intemperarice ? Do not frequent exertions for 
| the of, diſtreſs tend to heget and to confirm habits 
| olency and generoſity, aud thus to transform 
— into the impge of divine goodneſs'and feticity ? Are 
not the kind offices performed by thoſe who are good 
Heuardi of the manifold goodneſs of God, and received 


by thoſe who are at once penſioners on the bounty of 


heaven, and on the benevolence of - -men, well calculated 
to reſtore, extend, or ſrengthen, the ſweet 
| reciprocal love among the ſons of men ? Surely, works 
of charity have a powerful and happy tendency to dra r 


ny „k 


towards each other, with the cords of love, the proſper- 5 | 5 


ous and thoſe who ſuffer afMiQtion; and to bind together, 
ite eee ee eee 
ple af all ſituations in life. 

Ass charity endears to 24 
him who receives, it tends alſo to unite the hearts of 

both to the God of love. While the one conſiders the 


Ts houſe of mourning, compares 1 it with his own, perceives Fey 
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fo great a difference in his favour, and remembers, that 
the ſovereigri good pleaſure of God has made the ar- 
rangement ; while the other ſees, that even in the houſe 
of feaſting he is not forgotten, and finds, that what 
is withheld from him is beſtowed on one to whom God 
has given the heart of a brother born to help the children ä | 
of adverfity ; while God confers on the firſt the high. 
honour of being a ſteward to diſpenſe his bounty, and 


leaves not the laſt to periſn, but ſends one to help him 


in the time of need: Are not ſuch conſiderations as theſe 
powerful incitements to gratitude, and ſtrong motives, 58 
in both caſes, to lift up the heart with the hands, and 
| to. bleſs and mart the 3 Lord of heaven and 
n 7; . 

Thus, the rich and poor meet togethes to mbtual ad- 
vantage, and to the honour.of God be maker of them 


. Re all*, God has appointed that inequality which marks 


the conditions of men: this he has done; not in caprice 
or, ſeverity, but to promote tlie wiſeſt and beſt of pur- 


poſes. To gain the ends propoſed, it is neceſſary that ö 6 


thoſe who proſper ſuccour thoſe who are in adverſity. 
If, therefore, we are not prepared to contemn the ar- 
rangements of divine wiſdom and goodneſs, and to op- 
poſe the deſigns of Providence; if we would be workers 
together with God for the moral improvement and true 


felicity of man; if we deſire to vindicate the ways; and: : | 


to honour, the name of the univerſal and everlaſting | 

King, we muſt give charity out ¶ u pure heart, and a 

good conſcience, and faith unfeigned. 
. „„ RI LOTY - 1 In 
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Ia the fourth place, God, in all parts of his word, 
commands exertion for the relief of tle needy, What is 
| there in Moſes, the Prophets, or the Pſalms, in tho writ. 
ings of Apoſtles, or in the diſcourſes of the Saviour, 
more frequent enjoined, or more ſorcibly inculcated, 
than charity to the poor and aMiced ?- In the body uf 
that law which was delivered with thunder from the top = 
ol Sing, is recorded this pointed command of God: 5 
If abere be "among ven d oor non, within any of thy 
getat, or in thy land, thou ſhalt not baxden thy heart 
mor hub thine band from. thy poor brother, but Hbf 
frei give him, yea, aud open thy hand wide unto him ; 
 Ticommand- thee, ſaying, ibo fhalt open thy band wide: : 
unto thy brother, to thy poor and to thy needy in the 
lang *.. The great maſter of facred ſong repreſents it 
25 a prominent feature in the character of a good man, 
that he cogflerr the cafe of the pour +; that he diſpenſes 
and gives to the needy tf. Cut thy bread upon the wa- 
ters, ſaid Solpman 3 give-a portion ts rue, and alſo to 


withhold" not thy hand /. God, pouring contempt on the 
forms of religion where charity ia wanting, and declar- 

ing, by the Prophet, what is welk-pleafirig in his fight, 

uttets theſe ſtriking words: the f that I have choſon, 

ih nat dh deat thy bread 10 the bungry, and that thas 

bring the poor that are aęſt out te thy Fouſt 3 when thou 

| feſt "the noted, that tha cover him, and that thou 
5254s thine- e Time would 

4 d bak” 

. e nee tiles - 
See Eccl. xi. 1-6. P IIa. ili 7. | 
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the Teacher ſont from God has left on record, to enforce | 


charity. The ſum of apoſtolic injunctions on this ſub- 


ject is contained in theſe words : Put on bowels of mercy : 


and hindnefs ; above all things put on charity, uiob Is 


the bond of perfettnefs ; to do good and to ce 
forget not, for with ſuch ſacrifices God is woll pleafed *.. 
This is the command of the great God our Saviour, 
| Give. ts. him. who' aſteth thee, and from hem who would 


borrow: of thee. turn thou not away +. Suzely no duty 
ia more frequently or more ftrifily commanded in the 


word of God, than charitable efforts to relieve our help- | 


leſa brethren- When God commands, it muſt be daring 
wickedneſs to refuſe charity. THe 

| R Ged ginyaciiDy ce 
farces-the duty of charity. While God commands men 


td be wereiful, —— —_—_ bath in 


5 providence and in redemption. 


We are commanded to 3e 1 1 | 
| heaven is merciful ;. ke be follewers. of God as dear chil-. 
dren. The mercy of God is over all his works. He 


ſends his ſhowers. to water, and his fun to warm, the 
| fields of the evil as well as of the good; be is kind, not 

merely to the pure and grateful, but alla to the unthank- 
fal fad, _—_ nnen n till 


caſes 8 ee „ — 


of leading to repentance. Ho expects nat, nor deſires, 
; ; | neither 


* 
* ' — 


* See Col. ill 22, 14. and Heb. il 16. f Mat. v. 42 
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L 35 * | 
neiher i it poſſible for him to receive for his favours, - 
any return beneficial to himſelf; yet he delights in do- | 
ing good to the- undeſerving, and diſpenſing .mercy | 
ts. the guilty, in ſending them rain and fruitful 

Feaſont, with other gifts of kind providential care, to 
IE fill their hearts with food and gladneſs. God feeds even 
tbe ravens when they cry, and ſhall man be deaf to the 
cry of man? Obſerve the ways of Providence, and be 

| wiſe. Copy che kind and generous example of Him 
|} whoſe offspring ye.are; and, in the meaſure competent 
5 5 to your nature, ve perſeds, as your Father who is in 
Il : Beaden is perfect. Give for the relief of diſtreſs, hoping 
4 por no benefit in return from him who receives. The. 
mf earth is full of the goodneſs of the Lord, 2 
1 A neſs of his providence binds us to be merciful. 2 85 
1 When we add to this the kindneſs of God to nen in 


| | 
[1 Chriſt Jeſus, Row ſhall language expreſs, or how ſhall 
ny the mind of man conceive, the full force of the argu- 
1 | ment? It is our duty to walt in love, as Chrift alſo 
14 | bath. loved us ; but the breadth and length, the depth 
If and height of this love paſs knowledge . Yet thus much - 
| 


1 | 1 we know concerning the love of the Redeemer, that it- 
| zs all favour to the undeſerving, mercy to the-criminal, - 
generous goodneſs rejoicing to deliver thoſe who are 


| 5 ready to periſh, and to make the wretched happy. Ihe 

| Ss farther it ſurpaſſes comprehenſion, the ſtronger is the 

= | | argument which we deduce from it to inculcate charity 
[| v tothe children of want and fad adverſity. T+ Inoue the” 


| grace 


; 5 IM See Eph iii. 18, 833 2. 8 
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oe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though be was rich : 
yet for your ſakes he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich *. Great is the myſtery of re- 
ddeeming mercy ; the Son of God was manifeſted to live 
and die on earth, that his enemies might be changed in- 
to friends, and might not periſb, but have everlaſting 1 fe? 
While he dwelt with men, he was a father to the poor, 
eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame ; he unſtopped the 
- ears of the deaf, and cauſed the tongue of the dumb to 
| fing. Far removed, now, from the view of the world, 
but unchanged and unchangeable in his friendſhip, he 
ſpeaks from the throne of gface, Unto you, O men, T call, 
and my voice is to the ſons of men; ye have deſtroyed 
Fourſelves, but in me is your Belp. Still, when the poor 
5 and needy ſeek bread and water, and find none, his eyes 
are over them for good, and his ears open to their pra ers. 
The bread of time periſheth, and the waters of the earth 
paſs away; but he feeds them with bread which en- 
dures for ever, and brings them to that living fountain 
which ſprings up into everlaſting life. From on high, 
he ſends down ſalve to open the eyes of the blind, white 
raiment to cover the naked, and fine gold to enrich the 


poor. His abundance cannot be diminiſhed, to diſpenſe 5 


he delights, and none of the needy who come for aid 
| are ever ſent empty away. Whoever is wre:ched, mi- 
ſerable, poor, blind, naked *, in need of all things; in 
fine, whoever thirſts for happineſs, is more than RAE 
to all he needs or can eg. The bread and the water 

| 1 | "af 
* See 2 Cor. viii. 9. + See Rev. iti. 29, 18. | 


[32] 
of life, divine medicine, royal apparel, enduring wealth, | 
full and everlaſting joy, are not only freely offered, but | 
all the children of men axe intreated to receive them, 
Ho, every one who thirfteth, come ye to the waters, and 
ze that bath. no money : come ye, buy and ear; yea, com, 


Buy wine and math without money and without price *. 

So very great is the kindneſs of God in the redemption 
of men by Chriſt Jeſus Now the application of this 
wonderful example of generous love, as an argument to 6 

= enforce charity, is obvious. The Redeemer is the pat. _ 
+ tern of our Chriſtian profeſſion ; 8% bas det us an en. 
| ample, that we foould follow his fleps. If, while ſojourn 
ing among men, be wen? abou aging good, we, his pro. 

_ felſed followers, ought to walz a be alſo walked. If 
It be ſtill his employment and pleaſure to deliver the 


puer who cry and are ready to periſb, and have none to 


| beip them, then it is incumbent on us never to beoome 


| vary of well doing, EAN * 
the poor and to the needy in the land, Power, ſuch as 


the Redeemer has, to forgive fins, to confer bliſs, or 
to work miracles for the relief of men, we have not ; but 


power, ſuch as we poſſeſs, we are bound to exert, and 


chings, fuch as we have, it is our duty to contribute. 


How ſtrongly are we bound, by Divine example, to do 
good and to communicate, even to thoſe who hate us, to 


: pray. for ſuch as deſpitefully uſe us and por ſerute ws, ne- | 


wer to be overcome of evil, but to endeavour always to 


' "nvercome evil with good ! We muſt not forget by whom, 


and 


+3 


La. Iv. t. 


tl 


and on bit tt it was ſaid, Father forgive them, for 
. they now not what they do. 1. ought ever to be re- 
4 membered, that charity is the bond of per fectneſi, and the 

| end of the commandment ; that we are bound by the 


rich merey and great love of God, diſcovered in provi- 
| dence and redemption, to do all in our povier for the re- 
lief of the helpleſs. 

Thus, whether we conſider the Netiess of infline; 2 
tive {ympathy, or reflect on the relations in which man 
ſtands to man, or conſider the origin and deſign of that 


inequality which marks the preſent condition of our 


race, or liſten to the command of God, often repeated i in 
his word, or call to mind the doings of the Lord in pro- 
vidence and in redemption, we find ourſelves bound, by 
the ſtrongeſt obligations, to do every thing we can for 
the relief of, our poor, joyleſs, and afflicted brethren, 
Happy they who, conſcious of ſincere obedience to the 
law of charity, can adopt the language of Job, and ſay, 
We have put on righteouſneſs, and are cloathed with it, 
our * is as a owe and a diadem. 


Having ſhewed, that you are under ſtrong 4 
- to exert yourſelves for the relief of - the Tn 
needy, I goon, 

III. To thew, that, in fin this, you will not only 
diſcharge your duty, but moſt COD * your 


| own intereſt, 


The duty and intereſt of men are infeparably 3 
ud; ; rightly m—_—_— ay can never come into 
185 1 competition 


i 
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denen: to ſuppoſe their teresse in any one 
caſe, were to reproach the wiſdom and goodneſs of God. 
If, cherefore, it be the duty, it muſt alſo be the intereſt 
of the proſperous, to ſuceour thoſe who have nothing 
but the bread of poverty and the water of affliction. 
We Bleffing of him that was ready to periſh came upon 
me, ſaith Job, in the text ; it will, in like manner, de- 
ſieend on all who imitate his benevolence. This Blefſing | 
comprehends, not only the good wiſhes of the perſons 
who receive aid, but alſo all the other parts of the gra- 
cious and great reward which God has annexed to the 
keeping of that commandment, the end of which is cha- 
riey our of a pure pear. Now, 11 it thall be inewed 
you, that affording aid to the helpleſs communicates 
pPieaſure to: the ſoul of the charitable, recommends him 


"+ #ho'oftocm — rs f mon 12 the fFrreſt wav 
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. Leb. What avaritious 3 or ſordid miſer, is 
not cruel to himſelf, as well as unmerciful to the poor? 


Are not the care, fear, and anxiety of ſuch men, in gain - 
ing and ſecuring gold, painful to the mind and waſting 
to the body ? Beſides, though avarice prevail agaiuſt the 


exerciſe of mercy, yet, when human calamity forces 


itſelf upon the view of the worldling, the ſtirrings of 
ſuppreſſed ſympathy will not ſuffer his ſoul to be at eaſe. 
On the other hand, compaſſionate. diſpoſitions, and the 


5 charity which proceeds from them, not only exempt the 
| liberal man from the pain which gnaws the heart of the 
churl, but produce a ſweet ſatis faction within, to which 
rhe wnoie generation ot the tettith mutt, if they change 
not, remain everlaſting ſtrangers. Conſult experience, 


nd let the conſcie ice, mem wry aud heart as. evesy on: 
bear witneſs to the truth, ” truſt, there is not one — a 


tn. 


of life, divine medicine, royal e enduring wealth, 
tall and everlaſting joy, are not only freely offergd, but 
All che children of men are intreated to receive them. 
Ho, every one who thirfteth, come ye to the waters, and 
ze that duth- tio money © come ye, buy and eat ; yea, com, 
| Buy wine and milk without money and without price *. 
So very great is the kindneſs of God in the redemption 
of men by Chriſt Jeſus : Now the application of this 
wonderful example of generous love, as an argument to | 
| Enforee charity, is obvious. The Redeemer is the pats 
tern of our Chriſtian profeſſion ; be bus lt us an e 
amph, that we fbould follow his fleps. If, while [ojourny 
| ing among men, he wenr about doing pood, we, his pro- | 
 fefſed followers, ought to walz gs be alſo walled. If 
it be ill his employment and pleaſure to deliver the 
| nor who ery and ane ready to perifh, und have none fe 
Help them, then it is incumbent on us never to becotye 
y of well doing, but to perſevere in doing good to 
the poor nad to the nesdy in the land. Power, fuch as 
the Redeemer has, to forgive fins, to confer bliſs, or 
do work miracles for the relief of men, we have not; but 
| power, ſuch as we poſſeſs, we are bound to exert, and 
things, bach as we have, it is our duty to contribute. 
How frongly are we bound, by Divine example, to do 
| good and to communicate, r e So * 
Fre for ſuch as deſpitefully uſe ts and penſerute we, ne- 
Ver to be overrome of evil, but to endeavour always 0 


208 „ We muſt not forget by whom, 
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7 and on what occafion it was ſaid, Father forgive tha for . 
they Eno not what they 4.5 It ought ever to be re- 
membered, that charity is the bond of perſeltneſi, and the 
end of the commandment ; that we are bound by the 
rich mercy and great love of God; diſcovered in provi- 


dence and redemption, to do all 1 in our power for the re- . 


lief of the helpleſs. 
Thus, whether we conſider the ſaggeſtions of failing; 0 


tive ſympathy, or refle& on the relations in which man 


ſtands to man, or conſider the origin and deſign of that 
. inequality which marks the preſent condition of our 
Face, or liſten to the command of God, often repeated i in 
| | his word, or call to mind the doings of the Lord in pro- 
vidence and in redemption, we find ourſelves bound, by 
the ſtrongeſt obligations, to do every thing we can for 
the relief of our poor, jopleſs, and afflicted brethren, 
Happy they who, conſcious of ſincere obedience to the 
law of charity, can adopt the language of Job, and ſay, 
We have put on righteouſneſs, and are ciontbed w_ > te 
: .. is as a robe an a en, 


9 | Having ſhewed, that you are . ſtrong — 8 
to exert yourſelyes for the relief of the Bae 
needy, I go on, IR 5 
HI. To ſhew, that, in doing this, you __ not eie | 
diſcharge your Ps but moſt — 222 your 
. own intereſt, : 
The duty and intereſt 42 men are infeparably « con- 
5 . j rightly underſtood, they can never come into 
„„ competition 
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competition : to pets their interference in any one 


caſe; were to reproach the wiſdom and goodneſs of God. 


Tf, therefore, it be the duty, it muſt alſo be the intereſt 


of the proſperous, to ſuccour thoſe who have nothing 
but the bread of poverty and the water of affliction. 
The bleſſing of bin that was ready to periſh came upon 
me, ſaith Job, in the text; it will, in like manner, de- 
| feend on all who imitate his benevolence. This Bleffing 
5 comprehends, not only che good wiſles of the perſons 
who receive aid, but alfo all the other parts of the gra- 
dious and great reward which God has annexed tb the 
keeping of that commandment, the end of which is cha- 
rey out of a pure heart. Now, if it ſhall be ſhewed ' 
© you, that affording aid to the helpleſs communicates 
pleaſure tothe ſoul of the charitable, recommends hin 
to the eſleem and good will af men; is the fureſt way 
to profper'in the world, the fpring of much edhſolation = 
in the day of calamity, and the evidence on which, in 
"the day of judgment, men will be pronounced good and 
faithful ſervants, and welcomed into the joy of their 
Lord]; you muſt acknowledge, that to relieve the diſtreſs 
of others is to promote your on advantage, and muſt 
© either a& as /athers to the poor, or convift yourſelves - | 
of extreme folly and infatuation, 'in not purſuing that 5 


which you are obliged to confeſs is your intereſt. — 
"In the fff place, Benevolent affections, and the kind 


: "deeds which proceed from them, bring an immediate 
and ſweet reward ĩnto the boſom. The” merciful man 
abel uw to his oνh . ſoul, but the cruel trawler Bir own 


| £8] 
Als What avaritious worldling, on lan adn * 
not eruel to himſelf, as well as unmerciful to the poor? 
Are not the care, fear, and anxiety of ſuch men, in gain- 5 | 
ing and fecuring gold, painful to the mind and waſting 5 
to the body ? Beſides, though avarice prevail agaiuſt the 
exerciſe of mercy, yet, when human calamity forges 
itſelf upon the view of the worldling, the. ftirrings of 
ſuppreſſed ſympathy will not ſuffer his ſoul to be at eaſe. - 
On the other hand, compaſſionate. diſpoſitions, and the 
charity which proceeds from them, not only exempt the 


 Hberal man from the pain which gnaws the heart of the | 


churl, but produce a ſweet ſatisfaction within, to. which 
the whole generation of the ſelfifh muſt, if they change 


15 not, remain everlaſting ſtrangers. Confult experience, 


and let the conſcience, memory and heart of every one 
bear witneſs to the truth. I truſt there is not one 2 
mong vou fa hardened, as never to have felt one ſym- 
pathetic emotion, nor done one generous deed... From 
what you have done and felt before, judge what you 
ought to do, and what you may expect to feel again. 


I ſelſiſh and hardened diſpofitions and conduct have ne- 


| ver yet rejoiced the heart, is it likely that they ever 
_ will? Is it wiſe far yourſelves to indulge them any | 
longer? Have you felt at any time a glow of pleaſure 
in the exerciſe of a kind affection, or in the performanoe 
of a work of charity? If, in ſhewing merey to others, 
you have done good to your own ſouls, is it not your 
intereſt to do fo again? Ye wereiful men, conſult your 


* Prov. xi. „„ 
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experience, ra be encouraged to perſevere in \ las : 
bours of love by the comfort which never fails to at- 
tend them. Say, is there any pleaſure more exquiſite 
than that which ſprings from relieving the helpleſs ? 
When you have ſeen a brother or ſiſter ſtruggling with 
want and groaning under affliction, have not the tender 
movements of compaſſion, and your endeavours to re- 
lieve the diſtreſſed, relieved your own ſouls, raiſed na- 
ture above itſelf, and imparted to the heart generous 
and ſweet enjoyment? Has not the kindneſs done to 
others returned into your own boſoms, filled your hearts | 
with comfort and joy; and made you feel, that the Sa- 
viour ſpoke truth when he faid, It is. more bleſſed to give 
| than to receive? Though a ſenſe of duty be the prinei- 
ple from which we ought to act, yet ſurely it is a ſtrong . 
encouragement to the practice of charity, that while the 
churl, in ſhutting up his bowels of compaſſion, does vio- 


| lence to himſelf, the merciful man, in diſpenſing and gi- 


ving to the poor, does good to his own foul. | 
. In the ſecond place, To deliver the poor and needy 

when they cry, recommends one to the eſteem of man- 
kind. Man deſires to be eſteemed, honoured and loved | 
in ſociety. When, by his conduct, he deferves the re- 


putation he wiſhes, the deſire is innocent, it is virtuous. 


When a good name 18 procured, and ſupported by a 
good character, it is better than precious ointment. In 
| this caſe, it not only adds to the comfort, but to the 
efulgeſs of him who enjoys it. The world may bow | 
before the rich, and follow him who is in great power; 
| ES „„ 000 


"IWF 3 
| but if fiches are kept entirely for the owners, and 
power employed to promote only ſelfiſh ends, the peo- 
f ple, while they cringe, curſe the opulent and contemm 
the mighty. But the good, the charitable, the gene- 

| rous man, is the darling, not of the needy only, but of 
mankind. Scarcely for a righteous man will one die, 
- get peradventure for a good, for a charitable man, ſome 


would even dare to die, would encounter the king of 


terrors from affection to the generous friend of man. 
Others may be praiſed, becauſe they are dreaded, or 
| becauſe their real character is veiled ; but the friend of 
the poor and needy, the better he is known, is praiſed 
the more, and enjoys a good name becauſe he is eſteem- 
ed and loved. Job was a father to the poor, and deli 
vered them when they cried : becanſe of this, the prin- 
ces, and all the people, delighted to fonour him. How 
pictureſque and beautiful his own deſcription - of the 
homage done him on account of his liberality and kind- 
neſs! When I went out into the gate, through the city, 
when prepared my ſeat in the ſtreet, the young men ſaw 

| : me, and hid themſelves ; the aged \ aroſe, and ftood up : 
the princes refrained talking, and laid their hand on their 

| mouth : the nobles held their peace, and their tongue clea- 
ved to the roof of their mouth. IWhen the ear heard me, 
it blefſed me ; and when the eye ſaw mie, it gave witneſs 
1 me. Why thus eſteemed, revered, and loved? the 
reaſon follows ; becauſe I delivered the poor that cried, 
_ and the fatherleſs, and him that had none to help him. 


"103; 
Ik, tein” you with to deſerve. and to a. 


eſteem and love of mankind, the ſure and honourable 
way to have this deſire accompliſhed, i is plain before 


| hears, when the eye beholds how yon comfort the 

maurners, the tongue will pronounce you bleſſed, the 
heart will rejoice in your proſperity and honour, and, 

| 2 Pp re — Wo . 


77 | your memory ſhall be bleſſed in the earth. 


In the third place, eee e in he 
World, is to be libetal to the needy... Why do the hearts 
pf many remain bard, and their hands eloſed, while bre- 
thren are Garving by their fide? It is; they will inform 
us, becanſe they have fearcely ſufficient far themſelves, 


: | are afraid. of being reduced to want in old age, or be. 
| enuſe they have pottions to provide for their children, 


| Men who attempt, by ſuch reaſoning, to. juſtify them- 


apes in withholding from the poor, either do not read 


the word of God, or do not believe that it muſt be ac» 
or do not confider- that in theſe, God worteth all things 
necording to the council of his will.” If they believed the 


Es Sctiptures, or the ſuperintendence of Providence, they 


would do good to-day, without indulging anxious 
 thonghts about -to-aorrow ; and would reſt ſatisfied, 
that the ſureſt way to proſper in the world is to-imitate 
mme Lord of all in liberality. He who denies to the di- 
| Rrefſect that charity to which God has given them an uns 
— right, forfeits * "_ of the Lord, which 
DF | males 


"wy. 


=  maketh rich, * inherits that curſe, by which goods flow | 
away, in the day of wrath.—-Refle&, brethren, on the 
paſt, conſider the preſent : whom have you ever known 
reduced to beggary by kindneſs to the poor? but how 
many, by their keen defire and great haſte. to be rich? 
They have withheld more than was meet, and it has end- 
cd in poverty. Conſider the circle of your acquain= 
| tance: who among them have proſpered moſt in the 
| world? the ſelfiſh or the liberal? Have not the latter 
_ increaſed in wealth, while they ſcattered abroad among 
| the needy? While the fortunes of many uncharitable 
men have periſhed,” have not the ſons of benevolence, 
with few exceptions, continued to proſper ? The liberal, 
faith God, deviſeth kberal things, and by liberal things 
ſhall be fand. The fortunes of the liberal, like thoſe 
of other men, are expoſed to the fire, the water, the , 
| ftorm, the enemy, a thouſand accidents which elude the 
foreſight or defy the refiſtance of man; but God has 
taken them under his peculiar protection. Faithful is 
be who hath promiſed, and able alſo to perform." In 
his hand are the winds of heaven, the waves of the ſea, 
and the hearts of men; the ſprings of nature and the 
reins of Providence. Surely he who, in giving to the 
poor, lendeth to the Lond, lays out on good ſecurity. 
Do you believe that the word of God endures for ever, 
and that the Almighty rules over-all to accompliſh his | 
on declarations ? Do you wiſh to enjoy pletity, - and 
ſeave portion e eee n to be conſiſt- | 
ent 


Ia. xxxii. 8. 
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ent with yourſelves, | obey the command, confide in the 
| promiſe of God. Your. duty, and the advantage ou 


may expect to reap. in performing it, are thus beauti- L 
fully expreſled ; Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, 5 
and with the firſt Fruits of all thine increaſe ; ſo ſhall thy . 
barns be Ain with hg thy un burſt out 

with. new wane * Ys 
1 In the fourth i To be liberal while it i is OR . 


power, will prepare conſolation for the day of calamity. 


Mas is born to trouble ; his reſt is not on earth. Every 


"thing in the world is ſubject to change. He who be- 
gins early to be the friend of the poor, the patron of 
Rh, the. mourners, lays. the beſt. foundation for proſperity 5 
| which can be laid on earth. The proſpe&t opens before 
im like the light of a ſummer morning, while the dew | | 


is yet upon the tender graſs, the air ſerene, and the ſky 
bright, and his ſun go down in peace, is great; but the 


thing is not certain. What has been may be again. 


Even the molt benevolent have been ſet down to the 


| | bread of adverſity and the water of affliction. For their 7 
oven improvement, and for the inſtruction of others, it. 
| 2 n. — ah Well a5 the bad, 


„„ 
| ME: poopie. Perfect in his generation, pious; 
and benevolent, rich and charitable: beyond moſt men of 
| IE A all 


* W in. 9, 10. 


1 


| ehidgs 50 to announce an e day, and a 
night which would at laſt deſcend ſoftly and ſweetly | 
upon the ſky. He informs us, that while in his proſper- 


ons days he was performing the part of a father to the 
poor, he entertained the hope of living long to ſee and 
to do good, and of proſpering to the end. My root, he 
ſays, was ſpread out by the waters, and the dew lay all 


night por my branch: my glory was freſh in me, and 


my bow was renewed in my band: then I ſaid, I, 
4% in my neſt, and 1 ſpall multiply my days as the ſand! | 
Such was the expeQation of this excellent man. The 


- | hope of proſpering in-the world was never ſupported by 


ſtronger probability; yet even Job lived to ſay, O that 

I wore as in months paſt, as in the days when God pred 
eve me ; when his candle fhined upon my bead, and 
when by bir. kight 1 walked through dartneſs. O that 2 


were as in the days of my youth, when the ſecret of God 
was upon my tabernacle ; when the Almighty was yet 


with me, and my children about me ; when I waſhed my 


eps with butter, and the rock poured me out rivers of oil 


Thus, however fair and promiſing the morning, yet 


10 ſometimes the heavens gather - blarkneſs, the winds 


blow, the rains deſcend, and the floods of adverſity 


| come at noon. Woe to the hard-hearted, uncharitable 
man, when the ſtorm ariſes; his comfort, ſupported on- 
ly by the looſe ſand, is ſwept away. He befriends none 


while he proſpers, and therefore has no friend who will 

love always, no brother born for adverſity. Wealth may 

ſurround him with eringing ſlaves to do homage, not to 
F himfelf, 
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. of friends, the loſs of his property, the death of his chil- 


5 
if 


1 


himſelf, but to his gold; when reduced to poverty; the tle, 


by which theſe ſeeming friends are attached to him is diſſol- 


ved. Diſliked bythe poor, to whom he refuſed aid in their, 

affliction, hated by many who have felt his ſeverity, and | 
. deſerted by his flatterers, there is no ſpring of comfort 
in his heart. He made gold bis confidence, and it is | 
gone; he hid his eyes, that he might not ſee the Thee, of 


the needy, and ſo inherits many a curſe: his unmerci- ; 


ful ſoul cannot look up with conſidence to the Father 5 
of mercies. It is a recorded truth, that whoſo foppeth, 


his ears at the ery of the poor, he alſo ſhall cry himfelf, 
and ſhall not be heard ® Woe to the unfeeling and ſel- 


1 fiſh man when calamity overtakes him But let the | 
_ blaſts of adverſity come, yet blefſed is he who' confidereth m2 


the poor ; for the liberal foul Hall be made fat, and be 


that watereth ſhalt be watered alſo bimſelf +. ' His good 
character and charitable conduct have procured, him 


friends, ſuch ſriends as love at all times, ſuch brothers. 
as are born for adverſity . He deſerves, and he enjoys 


die eſteem and love of his fellow-citizens at large : with 3 
, regret they ſee him deſcend into the vale of poverty and 


allition, and reſolve to befriend him who has been the 
comfort of many mourners, To ſuch a child of afflic- 


tion, memory and an approving heart bring comfort 
from the paſt, while conſcience anticipates the future, 


and makes conſolation to abound. Such was the caſe 
with Job. While the injuries of enemies, the miſtakes 


dren, 


* Prov. xxi. 23. 1 Provixi. 25. 1 Prov. xvii. 17. 


| „„ 
dren, the univerſal deſolation of his houſe, and his ſe- 
vere trouble, called him to mourning, he found con- 
ſolation by recounting, as in che text, his works of cha- 
25 rity and labours of love. That he had been kind to 
men from a ſenſe of duty to God, gave him confidence 
in the divine preſence, and preſaged that return of pro- 
ſperity which made the latter end of his life more bleſſed 
than its beginning. His charity, and the principle from | 
3 which it proceeded, proved his intereſt in the ſalvation 
of God: and, in the cloſe of the bittereſt tale of woe 
contained in his book, cauſed him to break forth, in the 
Tj language of triumphant hope and joy: O that my words 
_ were written : Ob that they were printed i in a book ! that 

| they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock 
for euer! For I know that my Redeemer Iiveth, and that 

| be fhall fland at the latter day upon the earth ; that 
though, after my ſtin, worms deftroy this body, yet 
in my fleſh Jball I. ſee God, whom I. ſhall fee for myſelf, 
and mine eyes ſhall behold, and not another, though * | 
reins be conſumed within nee 
Such is the conſolation which preſent liberality will 
yield, ſhould diſtreſs come upon you, Grve, therefore, 
2 portion to ſeven, and alſo to eight ; for thou Enowęſt 
not what evil ſhall be upon the earth + : give, and it ſhall 
be given unto you ; good meaſure, preſſed down, and run- 
ning over, ſhall men give into your boſom ; for with the 


ſame meaſure that ye mete withal, it ſhall be meaſured to 


you ks . * is he, who confidereth the poor, "the 
Lord 


* Job xix, 23,27, ) F I luke wi. 3. 
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Tord will deliver Bim in time of trouble ; the Lord will, 
* preſerve, aud keep bim alive, and he ſball be bleſſed upon, | 
the earth*. Seldom is the liberal forſaken, or his 
ſeed allowed to beg bread; be is ever merciful and 
 kendeth, and his feed is bleſſed. Be charitable, then, be 
| generbus; comfort the mourners, while it ee 8 


God m number you with the proſperous; and if 


. ů —— 


be accompanied with the friendſhip of men, the teſti· 


mony of a good confcience, and the bleſſing of Heaven; 
aud ſurely theſe will infoſer{weetneſs into the waters of 
Marah, and make the bitterneſs of grief to paſs away. 
Les; for theſe are the words of Gad, If thow draw 
out thy ſoul-to the bungr y, and ſatisfy the aſtidtad ſoul ; 
_ then ſhall thy light rife in obſcurity, and thy darkneſs be 


as noon-day_: and the Lord ſhall be thy guide continually, 


| ond ſatisfy thy ſoul in drought, and make fat thy bones 5 
and thou. Salt be lite a e ad le 2 Joring 
 . of water, whoſe waters fail not t. Po 


In the /aft place, . aidſhagrbeicns = 


1 It may be requiſite for the honour 
of their Maker, for the benefit of themſelves and others, 


chat inſtead of proſpering, they ſhould ſuffer afſliction in 


the world. Their lot may be caſt among men ſo utter- 


* — as neither eee nariove 


e tear eee wil Alea; a th 


bonds. The wicked one may accuſe ; tonſcience may 
* Pſalm xl a, 2. + See Plalm xxxvii. 25, 26. f Ila. lei. 10, rr. 
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be alarmed: and the light of their Father's countenance. 
may ceaſe, for a ſeaſon, to ſhine upon them. But who- 
knews not, that, under the direction of infinite wiſdom, 
5 love and power, theſe, and all other things, work toge- 
ther, not to deprive them of a gracious reward: or to 
diminiſh it, but to make them meet for enjoying an in- 
heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that Jadeth not 
away, reſerved in heaven for them? God. is not un- 
rigbteous to forget their work and labour of love. To 
a mind abſorbed in time, and ſenſe, and gold, charity 
beſtowed on one from whom no return can he expected, 


ſeems to be loſt for ever. But what ſays. tbe faithful 


and true Witneſs l When thou makeſt a dinner or ſupper, 
call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinſ- 
mens why 2 tefs they alſo, bid thee again, and a recam- 
bello be made thee, Bat, when thaw makeſt a Hal call 
Se poor, the maimed, the lame, and the blind ;. and thou | 


Quali be bleed;; for they cannot necompenſe thee 3 for 


thou ſalt be WR at the denen 8 the | 

4 

. Ochildren of men chat theres is an etere 

| nity before you; that there muſt be a reſurrection both 
cor the juſt and of the unjuſt i a day in which God will 


5 judge you all in righteouſneſs, and fix your everlaſting 


- Rate, + When the judgment ſhall be ſet, and the books 

.  qpencd, and the whole race of men aſſembled before the 
- - tribunal of God, bow ſhall it end with the ſelfiſh, and 

with the charitable ? The vile perſon ſhall be no. more 


* Jake xiv. 12, 13,.144 + ũ 
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called liberal, nor the churl ſaid to be bount ul. His 
riches will not profit, when the wrath of the Lamb is 


come. On what evidence will men be pronounced ace 
ourſed, and doomed to ſuffer the vengeance of eternal 


fire? On the evidence that they have been hard-heart- 
ed, uncharitable men, they ſhall be doomed to everlaſting | 
panſbment *. But ſurely i it ſhall. go well with him who, 


in giving to the poor, from obedient love to the Father 


of all, was wont to lend unto the Lord ; for now, with = 
incalculable intereſt, God will repay. him f. God, in- 
deed, owes him nothing. What he gave in charity was 
not his on: : he acted as ſteward to Him who is proprie- 6 
tor of all. The reward, therefore, though graciouſly ; 


55 proportioned to his works of charity and labours of love, 
is not merited by theſe ; it is the gift of God through 


Jia Chrift our Lord, and is of grace, that it may be 


fore. To all, who on this principle are charitable, it 
will be ſaid, Come, ye ye bleed of my Father, inherit the - 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: 


; war thirſty, and ye gave me drink : 1 was a ftranger, ; 


and ye took me in: naked, and ye cloathed ne: Z was 


ont one viſited me: I was in priſon, and ye came un- 


The Judge ſpeaks, and it is done: theſe go away 
| 21 eternal ; bleſſed are the merciful, for they have 
obtained mercy. Surely it is true wiſdom not to truſt 


is uncertain riches, but in the living God; to be rich in 
5; good works, ready to en, willing. to communicate ; 


| laying 


ns, Fe] 6 
| laying up for yourſelves a good foundation againft the : 


time to come, that you may lay bold on eternal life * - 


Caft thy bread upon the waters ; it may diſappear, but 
Vill not be loſt among the — then Neb fad ie of | 
ter many days F. | 
Thus, brethren, if you think of the need of thoſe | 
who claim your aid, it is extreme; if you reflect upon 
the obligations which bind you to relieve them, they 
are the ſtrongeſt poſſible ; and if you call to mind the 
gracious reward of the, charitable, it is preſent, great, 
| increaſing,. and everlaſting. Whether, therefore, von 
conſider the need of men, or the authority of God, or 
Four own intereſt ; whether you confine your views to, 
time, or look: forward into eternity ; -the argument for. 
: relief to.the deſtitute bears in upon you from every : 
| quarter, and muſt come home with irreſiſtible power, 
upon every. mind which diſcerns the force of reaſon ; * 


upon every heart which is not dead to ſympathetic feels 


ing, to the ſenſe of duty, to the allurements of true and 
: laſting intereſt. ... .. | 
This work of charity, 8 which, in the provi- 
dence of God, your hand finds to do on the firſt day and 
_ firſt Sabbath of the year t, do with all your might; for | 
it cannot be done in the grave whither you are going, ; 
and where you, and thoſe poor who now cry to you for 
relief, ſhall ſoon meet together, equally ſtripped of all 
earthly poſſeſſions, With many, it is the cuſtom at this 2 


1 * See 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19. I Teel. a. 1. 
t This Sermon was preached, January 2. 1797 
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ld of the Joie; d abuſe "chew evil 2 to abuſe 
themſelves, by indulging the luſts of intemperance. 
God forbid that our poor brethren who cry ſhould pe- 


riſk for want, and our hearts be overcharged with ſur- 
feiting and drunkenneſs. How much better to be mo- 
deratè in our expences, and reſerve ſomething for the | 


poor! More than an hundred families, all involved in 


extreme poverty, accompanied, in every houſe, with 


ſome painful diſeaſe, are crying this night to this aſſem- 
bly, beſeeching us, as we with and hope to obtain mer- 


8 cy, to ſhew rhercy to them, leſt they periſh with hun- 


ger, nalcedneſs and difeaſe. The tongue of the ſucking 
child cleaveth to the roof of bis mouth for thirft ; the. 


young children aft bread, and no man breaketh i it to them. 
They who fed delicateſy are Become deſolate : though 
brought up in ſcarlet, they now embrace dunghills ; their 


»i/age is black as a coal; they are not Inown in the frets; 


their ſtin thaveth to their bones ; it is withered, it is be- 
rome like a. ftick*, If we are not become more cruel 


than the ſea-monſters, which draw out the breaſt, and 2 


give fuck to their young ones, we will this evening, in 


a Hberal contribution, draw out our ſouls to theſe hun- 


dͤreds of deſtitute fellow- creatures. It is the ſeaſon of 


feaſting, and ſhall they have nothing to preferve the 


| ſhaking remains of life from falling into the grave? It 
is the ſeafon of ſending prefents from houſe to houſe 
iet us ſend liberal portions to thoſe for whom nothing 


is prepared. Time is ſhort, the world and the faſhion 


% % 
* See Lament. iv. 8 5 
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TY of i it pals away : its flver and gold periſh : we its FRY 
bitants are a wind that paſſeth away never to return. : 
The preſent, therefore, 1 is the time to do good and to 
communicate, and, by abounding in the riches, of libera- 
| lity for the relief of others, to lay up treaſure i in heaven 
for ourſelves. Should we delay only for a night, the 
poor may periſh, or we ourſelves may die. Our time, 
at the longeſt, is ſhort ; its duration for one moment is 
| uncertain ; ; its flight is rapid, as the ſhadow of a cloud 
carried by the wind. When paſt, to recall it is impoſh- 
ble; when finiſhed, we can no longer caſt our bread upon 
the waters, in the hope of a rich return in eternity. 8 
Opportunities of doing good, once neglected, are loſt for 
8 ever. Now, therefore, let your hand be opened wide. | 
If, in entering the houſe of God, you have laid down a 
portion for ſeven, leave another for eight in going out. 
Begin the year with liberality; crown it afterwards with 
loving kindneſs and tender mercy : end your days deal- 
ing bread to the hungry. This is the firſt time that I | 
have pleaded, in this manner, the cauſe of the poor; it 
may be your laſt opportunity to give for their relief. 
Let not the mite of thoſe who poſſeſs little be withheld 
from ſuch as poſſeſs nothing, and have none to help 
them. Let not thoſe who poſſeſs much oontent them- 
ſelves with giving merely a little more than a poor 
neighbour ; but let them draw out their ſouls to the 
hungry, and abound in liberality to the periſhing. Re- 
member the charity of Job recorded in the text, and, 
by imitating his goodneſs, enſure to yourſelves the bleſ 


(3 5 Ing , 


_ have bleſſed me. 


EE = 
Ang of him who is ready to periſh. Remember alſo Him, 
who, though be was rich, for your ſakes became poor, that 


ye, through his poverty, might be rich, Lay your hand 
on your heart, as in the preſence of your omniſcient 


Judge, and meditate on theſe divine declarations ; He | 
Hall have Judgment wit bout mercy who hath Jhewed —_ 


mercy ; blefſed are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain 
mercy ; and if, with theſe ſolemn truths prefent to your 


88 minds, you can go from this houſe without leaving ſome- 


thing for the deſtitute, I will venture to affirm, either 
that you have given largely at your entrance, or that 
you have little at command, or that you want the hearts 

of Chriſtians, and even the feelings of men. - 


Happy, thrice happy, che man who can go into eter- 
nity, ſaying, in all good conſcience, I have not made 
gold my hope, nor ſaid to the fine gold, thou art my 


confidence. J have not withheld the poor from their 


defire, nor cauſed the eyes of the widow to fail. I have 
not eaten my morſel alone, but the fatherleſs have ſhared 


it with me. Never have I ſeen any periſh for want of 
clothing, or any poor without covering; they were al- 


ways warmed with the fleece of * _ and their 
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3 
SHORT ACCOUNT 
| 70 OF THE | 
ORIGIN, DESIGN, AND RULES, | 

> : | 1 . - 


/ 


THE SOCIETY FOR RELIEF OF THE 
_ DESTITUTE SICK. 


Tas Society, which at preſent conſiſts of nearly 200 

Members, was inſtituted in the year 178 . | 
Some perſons in this place, having ſeen a pamphlet, 

containing an account of the origin and progreſs of a 


| Society which had been inſtituted in London, ſome years 


before, for the relief and ſpiritual inſtruction of the 
Deſtitute Sick, pleaſed with the deſign, and encouraged 
by the countenance with which the Lord ſeemed to have 
| favoured that inſtitution, thought of eſtabliſning one 
ſimilar to it here. Accordingly, having received the 
approbation of many of thoſe to whom they communi- | 
coated their intentions, accompanied with promiſes of 
aſſiſtance for carrying them into execution, they agreed, 
after ſeveral meetings held for prayer and deliberation 


on 


| 
3 
1 
t 


1 
on . ſubject, to e n e into a SoctErr FOR 
RxLIET or THE DESTITUTE SICK. 

Tze deſign of this inſtitution is, as its name imports, 
and as 1s fully Rated in the foregoing diſcourſe, to re- 
lieve, by pecuniary aid, thoſe who are laid aſide by ſud- 
den diſtreſs from following their uſual occupations ; who 


have no acknowledged claim on any charitable. fund; 


and who have no friends able or willing to aſſiſt them: 


and, along with relief to their bodily wants, to admini- 
ſter to their ſpiritual neceſſities,” by giving them - ſuch 


religious inſtruction and advice as e ſeem moſt . | 


ed to their ſituation. | 
Soon after the formation of the en ſuch "AY 


as appeared neceſſary for its management, and were 


- thought beſt calculated for promoting the important 
deſigns of its inſtitution, were > agreed — and are in 


. e as follows: 


I. That it ſhall conſt of charitably able bees, 
who are alſo nen, to rs as , 


. 5 917 


* 


= II. Thr each Member bad, pay fixpence at Amit. : 
ſion ʒ and, during his continuance in the Society, not 


leſs than one tiling and. one penny weren. 9 5 


. 


III. "That the mane arifing | from the eſtabliſhment of 
- this Society ſhall be applied i in relieving perſons and fa- 
milies f in diſtreſs, who are not entitled to the benefit of 


| any other charitable inſtitution; 3 except in caſes where 
Ry the fupply received from other funds i is not nearly ade- 


e 
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: quate to the 8 of thoſe perſons or families: In 
ſuch caſes, the Committee are allowed to grant an addi- 


| tion, ſo as to make their ſupply equal to what would 
have been given them, if 978 had received pothing 
elſe. 


IV. That Members and Contributors ſhall have full 
power to recommend any perſon or family they wiſh- to 
be viſited — relieved by the Society. | 


* That thers ſhall be a Gram . of the So- 
ciety every quarter, for paying their contributions; 3. 
when a ſtate of the Committee's tranſactions and intra- 
miſſions ſhall be laid before them, for their inſpection 

and approbation. A minute ſhall be made of each meet- 
ing, and ſigned by the Preſes, choſen from "_—_ the 
| members preſent, 


VI. That the IF of the EPS ſhall Ig con- 


b | ducted by a committee of eight perſons, three of whom 8 
do be a quorum; two of them to be appointed as Trea- _ 


ſurer and Clerk. The number of the Committee to be 
increaſed or diminiſhed, as circumſtances may require, 
| (agreeably to which, it hath been fince increaſed 'to - 
twelve, the number of which it at preſent conſiſts) : 
that at each ſucceeding quarter, three of the members 
5 of Committee ſhall go out, and other three ſhall be no- 
minated as their ſueceſſors, by the Committee, to the 
General * for their approbeticn 2 


- . 
VII. 
. # 

1 2 


| WRT: 
W II. That the Treaſurer and Clerk ſhall not be liable 
to be changed as the other members of Committee, but 
ſhall continue in office as long as they find it convenient, - 
and give ſatisfaction to the Committee and General 
| Meeting with W to cheir intromiſſions. KI 


VIII. Thaz the ps ſhall meet every F >" 
evening, and receive the petitions | and repreſentations 


that ſhall be given them, and ſhall appoint two of their 
number to viſit the houſes of the perſons applied for, 
| who ſhall enquire particularly into their circumſtances, - | 
and give in their report to the Committee at next meet- 
ing; according to which they ſhall Bras ſuch * as 


—— nccathy: 


IX. That thoſe who adminiſter We relief given by 
the Committee ſhall report, from week to week, the | 


changes that take place in their health and circum- 


ſtances : chat during their "viſits, they ſhall take every | | 


; opportunity of ſpeaking to them of ſpiritual and eter- 


nal things and ſhall pray with them, if defired. | 


"Ther al the meetings of this Society bel be 


| eee eee r t 


XI. That the viſitors ſhall not be obliged t>-receive : 
any applicafion, except in very urgent caſes, that wy | 


| ot bee eee and rexd before the Committee. S 


nan hs 


1 
*. 


XII. That i it ſhall FIR optional in Subleriter bang 


Wen of Committee. - 7 "Toe 
A | AY xn. 


0 „ 
XII. That the books of the Society ſhall always be 
open for the inſpeQion of Subſcribers AF} Contribu. 
* . 8 5 Nets 1 
That thoſe who have the management of the funds 
olf this Society might ſatisfy the Public as to the pro- 

per diſtribution of the money entruſted to them, and | 
might thereby encourage the continuance of that con- 


| fidence and ſupport which they had ſo liberally receiv- 


ed; it has been their uniform practice, from the com- 
mencement of jt, to have their books examined annually 

by two Clergymen in the city or neighbourhood ; and 

| to publiſh a ſtatement of their tranſactions for the * 

.  ceding year, atteſted by the Examinators. 2 

As an evidence of the extenſive afefulnels of this In- 

| ſtitution, and of the approbation it has received, it will 


| be ſufficient to mention, that, by the ſtatement of laſt 


year, it appears that, from. the time of its eſtabliſhment 

in the year 1785 to November 1796, chere has ben di- 

ſtributed among 5123 families, conſiſting of 10,507 per- 

| ſons, (many of them in circumſtances of the moſt aggra- | 
vated diſtreſs), the ſum of L. 2320: 11: 9. . Of which, 


the following atteſtation was given by the Reverend 


Gentlemen, who at that time examined their books. 


3 | ATTEST TION. 


5 Erni poverty, with the addition wy 90 n 7 20 
85 pain, approaches near to. the utmoſt a des of Human 
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BY While the 983 of this city aro infeſted with many 
Ictitious objects of compaſſion, in its garrets and cellars, 


and thoſe of the enyirons, are many real ones, reduced 
by poverty and diſeaſe to circumſtances of which thoſe 
who have not ſeen them can form no adequate ideas. 

| To aſcertain and aſſiſt thoſe, is the object of the So- 


dlety for relief of the Deſtitute Siek. 


The excellence of the deſign muſt be obvious to al 


It is with much pleaſure the Subſcribers of this paper 


can >More the Public, from their perſonal knowledge, 
at the exccntion of it has been ſuch as to entitle the 


| 8 to their ep Og and ml Won *p- 


probation,” 


För wore than eleven years, he members of this So- 
f iy] have not only ſubſcribed regularly to its ſupport, 


ut, without fee or reward, have viſited weekly the ha- 


| tation. Gi \retchedneſs, to diſtinguiſh the real from 


the feigned, and to leave their I and that of others 
truſted to them. 

Such being the fads, it is a to fag more, 
chen that, in this Socicty, the benevolstit and humane 


may find an almoner, who will diſpenſe their charity, N 


not only with ſtrict fidelity and prudence, but to ob- 


ES jects, whom, of al e Fw would wiſh to aſſiſt and 7 


relieve, © | | 
Davm 3 Miniſter. 
- David Dicksox, Minſter. 


